
BRIEFING NOTE:

Population Projections for Scottish Council areas (2004-based) produced by the General Register Office for Scotland (GRO (S))

Introduction

The General Register Office has published the results of its latest round of biennial population projections for sub-national areas in Scotland. These are calculated using population estimates from a base year, in this case 2004. The figures are then rolled forward on the basis of past trends in fertility, mortality and net migration for individual council and health board areas to the year 2024.  GRO assumes that past trends will continue therefore they should not be seen as precise forecasts of the future population. In many areas, including Stirling, migration is the most important component of population change.

Note that population projections make no allowance for the impact of National or Local Government policies therefore proposed housing developments like the Major Growth Area are not considered when calculating population projections.

Stirling Council Area

Stirling’s population is projected to increase by 5.5%, i.e. from 86,370 to 91,107 over the period from 2004 to 2024. This is below the expected rate of increase in the previous projection (2002-based projected 9.1% to 2018). However Stirling’s increase represents the 9th highest increase in population among the 32 Council areas. 

· Projected population increase of 2.3% from 2004 to 2014 (86,370 to 88,324).

· Projected population increase of 5.5% from 2004 to 2024 (86,370 to 91,107).

Forth Valley Health Board Area

The population of the Forth Valley area is projected to increase by 5.2%, i.e. from 281,764 to 296,377 over the period from 2004 to 2024. Overall population growth is expected to be largely influenced by increases in Stirling and Falkirk of 5.5% and 7.1% respectively, whilst Clackmannanshire’s population is expected to decrease by 1.4% over the projection period.


· Projected population increase of 3.1% from 2004 to 2014.

· Projected population increase of 5.2% from 2004 to 2024.

Scotland

Scotland’s total population is expected to increase by 0.8%, i.e. from 5,078,400 to 5,118,926 over the period from 2004 to 2024. The 2002 based projections showed a decrease of 2.8% to 2018, however following two years where migration has increased sharply the assumptions of (-) 1,500 per annum used previously has changed to (+) 4,000 per annum for the current projections.

· Projected population increase of 0.9% from 2004 to 2014.

· Projected population increase of 0.8% from 2004 to 2024
Growth Areas

A total of 14 of the 32 Council areas are expected to see increases in population over the projection period 2004 to 2024 as shown in Table 1 below (ranked in descending order of growth).

Table 1 – Councils showing projected increases

Council Area
Projected Increase (%) 

2004-2024

West Lothian
20.6

Scottish Borders
15.0

East Lothian
12.5

Edinburgh, City of
9.6

Fife
9.1

Aberdeenshire
7.9

Falkirk
7.1

Perth & Kinross
6.0

Stirling
5.5

South Lanarkshire
4.1

Argyll & Bute
3.8

Moray
3.7

Highland
3.6

East Renfrewshire
3.0
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