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YOUNG people in Cowie have presented the results of their youth consultation event to the people of Cowie.  

The “Cowie Youth Futures” group was set up in May 2004 as young people felt they were not fully consulted or involved in Cowie’s community planning process. 

The group of 6 young Cowie people, aged from 17 years to 20 years old, organised a two-day consultation event last year with support of Stirling Council’s Youth Team and Youth Support.

More then 100 young people attended the event, taking part in activities including football, karaoke competitions and workshops, and completing a questionnaire in which they aired their views. 

The consultation revealed that only 20% of young people felt very safe in Cowie, 61% thought under age drinking was a big problem and 42% sometimes felt threatened by other young people in the village.  Almost 60% of young people knew nothing about the new developments planned for the area, whilst 52% replied maybe or no to the question “Do you think you are listened to, and that the answers to this day will be listened to?”

One of the key findings was that 76% of young people identified there was not enough to do in Cowie, with many identifying a need for youth groups to be open more nights. 
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This has resulted in new youth activities being organised in the village. With future developments to include a Youth Café two nights per week in the Cowie Compass for Life centre, and a group for 16 – 20 year olds based in Cowie Community Centre. 

Derek Lynch (18), of Cowie Youth Futures said “Our aim was to make a difference, and we feel that that has been achieved. Hopefully things will keep improving and other young people will also get involved.”

Funding for the event was received from Stirling Community Safety Partnership, Youth Support, Youth Team and Stirling Partnership for Urban Regeneration (SPUR). 

The results of the consultation were presented at an open community meeting in Cowie on January 17th.  The Cowie Youth Futures group have produced an information leaflet with results from the questionnaires.  Copies of this leaflet will be distributed to households in Cowie over the next few weeks. 

Helen Munro, Director of Community Services, Stirling Council said, “Community planning needs to involve all members of the community, young and old. The Youth Futures Group have worked tremendously hard to ensure that the voices of young people in Cowie are heard, and their views expressed. As a result, positive steps have already been taken to improve the amount of activities on offer for young people in the area.” 
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